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tagion of these foreigners, since evil communications corrupt
good manners, and he who toucheth pitch shall be defiled
thereby.   And, to crown all this confusion, at the end of his
sermon, our1 clergy of the parts around Wcxtbrd accused each
other incessantly before the Archbishop and the whole council
concerning concubines  who had been  publicly taken and
brought home, and with whom marriages had been publicly
solemnized.   And this being proved by the immediate pro-
duction of witnesses (for Gerald  moved the Archbishop to
this in order that public justice might at once be done), they
convicted each other amid great derision and mockery from
the Irish clergy.   The Archbishop, however, in order that he
might repress the mockery of the Irish and show how such
uncleanness and enormities displeased him, gave summary
sentence against those convicted, and suspended them both
from their offices and from their benefices.   So on the third
day the Archbishop entrusted to Gerald the duty of preach-
ing; and he, taking his text from the pastoral office, began by
confessing what could be said truly to the praise of the Irish
clergy*   He then proceeded to speak of their faults and
excesses, and especially the vice of drunkenness, first blaming
all in common and then turning to their prelates, whom he
irrefragably convicted of carelessness and pastoral negligence,
Wherefore I have thought it not irrelevant to insert here that
part of his sermon which may be found in the last chapter of
his Topographic Hibtrnica......,
When our Gerald had thus gained a great name and
wide renown in this island, between Easter and Pentecost he
crossed over to Wales, where he applied his whole mind with
all diligence to the consummation of his Topographic which he
had already begun. In process of time, when the work had
been completed and corrected, willing to place his lighted
candle not under a bushel but on a candlestick, that it might
show its full light, he purposed to go to Oxford, where the
English clergy were most flourishing and most excellent in
learning, and .there to read his book before this eminent
- audience. And, since the work was divided into three parts,
* i,e. Welsh *nd English,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